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Notice of Allowance 

This is the Notice of Allowance for application number 10/650,096 Pole 
connector Assembly and Method for Racks and Shelving, filed on 8/26/03. Claims are 
allowed. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

In claim 1 , line 9, after "second end" and before "to the second pole", [coupled] 
has been deleted and insertable has been added. 

In claim 12, line 12, after "second end" and before "to the second pole", [coupled] 
has been deleted and insertable has been added. 

In claim 24, line 3 after "an insert" and before "dimensioned", having a deflectable 
portion, the insert being has been added. 



Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Chris Austin on 2/3/06. 
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Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art of record does not teach an insert dimensioned to be received in a 
first pole section, having an aperture and a deflectable portion and a deformable 
fastener having a first end insertable into the aperture, the fastener having at least one 
surface positioned to contact or which is engageable with the aperture to limit deflection 
of the deflectable portion of the insert to less than that needed to permit removal of the 
insert from the first pole section, the fastener having a second end which is insertable 
into the second pole section. The prior art also does not teach the method of 
assembling a pole with the steps of inserting a first insert into an end of a first pole 
section, the first insert having at least one inwardly-deflectable projection, inserting a 
fastener having at least one deflectable projection into the aperture of the first insert, 
contacting a portion of the fastener with the at least one inwardly deflectable projection 
of the inert, limiting inward deflection of the inwardly-deflectable projection of the insert 
with the portion of the fastener and coupling the fastener to a second pole section 
wherein inserting the fastener includes deflecting the projection of the fastener. 

Conclusion 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Amy J. Sterling 
at telephone number 571-272-6823. The examiner can normally be reached 
(M-F 8 a.m.-5:00 p.m.). If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Robert Olszewski at 571-272-6788. The fax machine number 
for the -Technology center is 571-273-8300 (formal amendments) or 571-273-6823 
(informal amendments/communications). Any inquiry of a general -nature or relating to 
the status of this application should be directed to the Technology Center receptionist at 
571-272-3600. 




Amy J. Sterling 
2/6/06 



